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Little

Johnny came
home from his first day at school excited about what he had
experienced. His mother asked him what it was that he had
discovered in the classroom for that very first day of his
educational life. He resonded brightly, "Well, I learned that
two and two makes five." His mother reasoned calmly, "But,
Johnny, that's wrong." Whereupon the youngster simply
shrugged his shoulders and offered, "Well, in that case I
guess I really didn't learn anything!"
There are many lessons given to us in the Word of God.
The unfortunate part is we don't always get the message
correctly. We interpret it in the wrong light or with an
erroneous standard of criteria-like Johnny's "two plus two
equals five." Then again, if we do get the teaching, we have a
tendency to forget the message which the Spirit of God
intended us to discover. Still another problem is our making
application of the truths to others rather than ourselves. Real
Bible study isn't simply knowing about the words and their
root meanings but rather it's the application of scriptural
truths into a life that's been transformed by the gospel of
Jesus Christ. The Anglicized German version of a well
known phrase reminds us that, "We grow soon too old, und
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late too schmart!" Before we know it, life is over and we've
lost the real depth of the Lord's truth personally available for
us each day.
We're not going to be hurried over these sixteen verses
but just move as the Holy Spirit gives us guidance. I realize
it's a fact that "... a message doesn't need to be immortal to
be everlasting." I hope you won't think that we're trying to
say something that is immortal, although it may seem that it
takes us forever to get it finished.
The 91st Psalm is one of the greatest areas for
encouragement as we face these often dark days in which
we're living. You know, it's a fact that the real measure of a
person can't be judged by his or her talents but rather by what
it takes to discourage that individual. As believers in Jesus
Christ we have the greatest opportunity in the world to show
victory over despair and triumph over trials.
By way of background, the 91st Psalm has no indication
following its number as to who wrote it, the reason for the
composition or anything about the possible date in history
when it was penned. Of course, while we don't know the
human writer, it's very clear that the Holy Spirit is the divine
author. Generally speaking, here is a good and accepted
method of identifying the one who wrote a specific Psalm:
when a name is not ascribed to an individual Psalm, it can
usually be assumed that the writer of the preceding Psalm is
the writer of the following Psalm as well. Since the 90th
Psalm is ascribed to Moses and since many of the experiences
of this patriarch coincide with what's found here, great
credence can be given to this theory of authorship. As a
matter of fact, the writers of the Talmud also believe that the
nine ensuing Psalms were written by Moses.
Suffice it to say, although there are only 17 verses in this
Psalm, that it should be read and re-read regularly. One of
the most practical exercises anyone could possibly follow
would be to meditate closely on Romans 8:28 before studying
the psalmist's words. I'm sure many believers know from
memory that promise which declares, "And we know that all
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things work together for good to them who love God, to
them who are called according to His purpose." Sometimes I
think we get the feeling that there has to be a difference.
There is an apparent contradiction between what God calls
"good" and what we do. So long as life proceeds on an even
keel and we have the opportunity of getting our own way, we
think things are "good." But, you see, that's not the way the
Lord looks at it at all.

Encouragement: God's Heavenly Medicine
I was interested to read a commentary which must be at
least a century old in which a German physician, residing in
the old city at St. Petersburg, Russia, frankly declared his
views about this 91st Psalm. Listen to his diagnosis: "This is
the best preservative for times of cholera. It is truly heavenly
medicine against all plagues and pests." Although we've since
learned a great deal about deadly diseases, have all kinds of
vitamin supplements, been blessed with healing drugs such as
penicillin and antibiotics, serum and the like; and while we're
standing perhaps on the threshhold of science's greatest
discovery, namely a certain cure for cancer, yet the 19th
century physician's diagnosis stands absolutely correct.
Psalm 91 is definitely God's best preservative. It's truly
heavenly medicine.
As we progress in this Psalm, it's interesting to note the
different speakers involved. In addition to the human writer
himself, we hear directly from God and also from the Holy
Spirit. Understanding who is being quoted at each specific
juncture helps us to receive a truer picture of what the
message is really all about.

Motels vs. Homes
This first verse is one which many Christians have
committed to memory. Say it, or read it with me, "He that
dwelleth in the secret place of the most High, shall abide
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under the shadow of the Almighty." Over the past 13 years,
since we've been involved in the television ministry of "Day of
Discovery," it's been necessary for me to visit many cities
across the United States and Canada. I've done more travel in
these last few years than all of the rest of my life put together.
Generally I stay at Holiday Inns because they're usually
uniformly clean and well-ordered. Even though the
innkeepers may do their very best to make a customer
comfortable, it still can't possibly be a "home away from
home."
To be able to dwell somewhere means to be able to feel
totally comfortable in every aspect of the
circumstances-that goes for what we say and do as well as
for what we wear. The promises of God are liberally given
throughout the Bible. On the subject this verse explains,
further light is given in such Psalms as the 27th, where David
comes to the realization, "In the time of trouble He shall hide
me in His pavilion; in the secret of His tabernacle shall He
hide me."

A Constant Dwelling Place
I remember hearing about a sign on a real estate
billboard. It openly affirmed, "We don't sell houses, we sell
homes." This tells the story of living in the presence of the
Lord. Here the psalmist is saying that we are to dwell in a
specific place. We should understand that the word "dwell"
doesn't just mean to stop overnight as one would at a motel.
The full impact behind this term definitely implies settling
down in a continuing existence. Home is where our loved
ones are. As a matter of fact, in the original, the word for
"dwelling" meant a place where things were quiet and restful,
where there was an enduring constancy. When you stop to
think about it, many of our homes certainly aren't like that
today. They're merely "way stations" where different
members come in to change their clothes and perhaps to grab
a bite of food. That's why you can't possibly consider

9/Psalm 91

yourself to be dwelling in the secret place of the Most High if
you simply take a few moments on Sunday morning or
Sunday evening to go to church. The blessings of God in
enjoying the secret place are for those who earnestly look and
long for an enduring and continuing close fellowship with the
Lord.

Access To The Secret Place Through Christ
The secret place is the holy of holies. Remember in the
days of the tabernacle and then later the temple worship, only
the high priest could enter into this most sacred compartment
of all, the holy of holies. And then he could only do so once a
year. At the crucifixion of Jesus Christ the veil of that temple
was torn in two. Originally the high priest had to go around
one side of the curtain, drawing it aside. But at Christ's death
it was ripped apart. This afforded anyone and everyone ready
access, not just once a year but at any time, day or night, the
individual so desired. Today that secret place can be your
office, the bedroom in your tract home, your hospital cot or
the front seat of your Toyota. Imagine, wherever you are
right now or anytime today, that place can be the holy of
holies, the secret place of God.
Notice, too, that the psalmist calls the Lord the "Most
High." This is because there is absolutely no one else to be
compared with Him. He is omnipotent, all powerful,
omniscient, all knowing and omnipresent, everywhere
present at the same time. When you stop to think about it,
there are many, many gods bidding for our time every
moment of every day.
Let's take a look at it a little more closely. For example,
what do you do when you get home from work at night, after
dinner has been finished? How do you occupy your time?
Mark it as a basic fact that anything which robs you of being
with the Lord in the secret place, whether it be the
newspaper, sports, some social gathering, television or sleep,
could be wrong until first you have been to the "secret place."
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Your primary responsibility is the feeding of your soul before
the Lord in the secret place of the all-powerful One. "El
Shaddai" is the name in the original which signifies, "the all
sufficient One."

Safety In The Secret Place
When you're in the secret place, nothing can possibly
touch you apart from the will of God. This reminds me of the
two fellows who were talking about the terrible condition in
which the world finds itself. They discussed the possible
immenency of nuclear warfare. The one asked the other
"Where would you like to be in case of an atomic attack?"
His wise friend responded, "Why, I'd like to be somewhere
where I could say after the explosion, 'What was that?' " The
only safe place for a believer for all eternity is in the secret
place of the Most High.
There's something extremely important about every
promise given in the Word of God. And by the way, Bible
studies calculate that there are more than 3,000 of these
blessings waiting to be claimed. As a matter of fact, every
promise must be preceded by the fulfillment of some specific
requirement on our part. In this case, before we can abide
under the shadow of the Almighty we must make certain that
we're dwelling in the secret place.

"Dwelling" And "Abiding"
There's a practical point, too, in that there are two words
for a special type of close communion in living which are
employed in this verse ... dwelling and abiding. "Abiding"
signifies a continuing relationship. Literally it means "to stay
overnight with." You recall the old adage , "There's no place
like home." Yet, the houses in which we live soon deteriorate.
If were around long enough we may even see them crumble.
The well-known comedian, Bob Hope, built what he thought
would be his dream home in Palm Springs, California. The
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ceilings alone cost $654,000. The structure contained
approximately 29,000 square feet. The average home is
somewhere between 1500 and 2000 square feet, so you can get
an idea what this must be like. Yet it mysteriously burned and
many of the possessions were lost. The God-promised
abiding place, which is under the shadow of the Almighty,
can never be penetrated by any force of destruction, human
or demonic. It doesn't need any safety locks or burglar
systems whatsoever. It provides protection, provision and
personal encouragement. These are the things we all so
desperately need.

The Shadow Of Security
And then there's also the aspect of abiding under the
shadow. I think it's significant that the passage doesn't say "in
the shadow" but "under" it. I've been plagued, as I'm sure
many of you have as well, with skin cancer. As a result, my
dermatologist tells me that I should make it a point to stay
out of the sunshine. Whenever I have to go out into the
sunlight I'm always looking for a place of shade
and protection. Spiritually speaking, God's coverage is so
much more beneficial. It doesn't keep us from ultra-violet
rays but from the cancer of sin which continually seeks to
overtake us.
Personally, I think one of the most interesting miracles
God performed on behalf of the children of Israel was to give
them a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. If
you've ever traveled in the desert you know that generally the
heat can be most intense and unbearable in the daytime.
Shade is always at a premium. Likewise, in some areas it can
be unbelievably cold at night. The Lord knew the children of
Israel needed a cloud for protection from the sun's rays, as
well as needing fire for warmth . He supernaturally provided
both. We realize that a shadow can only be seen in the
sunlight. If you . want to stand in someone's shadow, you
generally have to be very close to him. So if you want to abide
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under the shadow of God's almighty umbrella, then you need
to walk closely to Him.
The shadow provides assurance and security. The
prophet Isaiah points out, "And the work of righteousness
shall be peace, and the effect of righteousness, quietness and
assurance forever." It is the shadow of the Almighty, the
omnipotent One. What's too hard for Him? The Psalmist
pondered in his heart, "Whither shall I go from Thy
presence?" You see, we're His special guest, under protection
of the great divine Host.
In his years of service for the Lord, at one time Moses
felt a particular need to know where God lived. This is
recorded for us in the 33rd chapter of Exodus. The old
patriarch earnestly pled, "I beseech Thee, show me Thy
glory." The Lord responded, "Thou canst not see My face
and live." But then God went on to allow, "Thou shalt stand
upon a rock, and it shall come to pass, while My glory
passeth by, that I will put thee in a cleft of the rock and will
cover thee with My hand while I pass by." Taking that
experience of Moses and translating it, the New Testament
clearly reveals that Christ is the Rock. It was on the cross that
He was cleft. His heart was wounded, the very bosom of God
was laid bare to the gazing and gaping eyes of sinful men.
"He that dwelleth in the secret place shall abide under
the shadow." In the first two verses, it's interesting to note
that four unique and different names for God are given. In
the original the words come out this way, "If you live in the
shelter of Elyon, and make your home in the shadow of El
Shaddai, you can say to Yahweh, my refuge, my fortress, my
God, in whom I trust." There's a tremendous message just in
these few words, some of the many names descriptive of the
Lord.
The second verse finds the psalmist testifying, "I will say
of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in
Him will I trust." I like those first three words. Look at the
important affirmation, "I will say." What could be more
positive? It doesn't suggest that he is going to teach, to
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preach, to argue, to debate, but the all-important thing is
simply to present God's Word.
This past winter I was walking down State Street in
Chicago looking at the various Christmas decorations. Then,
all of a sudden, the air was filled with yelling and screaming
such as you've never heard before. A woman was dancing her
way through the heavy throngs in that busy time of the year.
She mercilessly pounded an old Gideon Bible, shouting and
screeching, "Jesus, Jesus, Jesus." Two long-haired fellows
walking behind me turned around to take one more curious
look. The one asked his friend, "Say, isn't that kind of
sacrilegious or something?" The other agreed. "Yeah, and the
funny part is that this isn't even California!"
Certainly we're not suggesting that there are certain rules
we must follow when it comes to living an exemplary life for
Christ. At the same time, let's make certain that our
testimonies bear fruit, rather than just pointing others to
ourselves so that they think we're a little strange or weird.
That isn't what Peter meant when he wrote that we are a
peculiar people.

Declare The Message
To take up a general truth and make it our own by
personal faith is really the highest wisdom in all the world. "I
will say," the psalmist declares, "my refuge, my fortress, my
God; in Him will I trust." Count the personal pronouns, too,
in such passages as the 23rd Psalm. It was Martin Luther who
believed that the heart of the gospel message is to be
discovered in the use of personal pronouns. The point is,
don't keep the message of God to yourself. Declare it to
others.
Some years ago an old Italian immigrant, his name Luigi
Parisio, was found dead in his tiny inexpensive bedroom. He
lived in squalor, without any luxury at all. But when they
went through his extremely modest home they found in his
attic more than 246 valuable violins. To top it off, the best of
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his collection was crammed away in a drawer of a dusty and
rickety old dresser. You guessed it! The treasure was a
Stradivarious, more than a century and a half old. The sad
part of it was that old Luigi Parisio had withheld from the
world the tremendous music these instruments might have
produced. I'm afraid many of our lives are just like that!
You remember in Scripture the wild man ... the maniac
of Gadara ... who was possessed of the demons. When Jesus
healed this now converted mad man he was positively
instructed, "Go tell what great things the Lord hath done for
thee." This is all the Saviour is asking of us today. Not that
we preach or teach, argue or debate ... simply tell. Can you
give a positive testimony for Jesus Christ? That's what
Christian witnessing is all about. But what do we say? Well,
the psalmist declares first of all that God is his refuge.

A Refuge In Time Of Need
During World War II President Harry Truman told his
closest friends that he always maintained what he regarded as
his personal "foxhole of the mind." He confided that he had
the ability to use it effectively. When pressures were so great
and the enemy stood everywhere around, he would just close
in everything about him, crawl into this "mental foxhole" as it
were, and find there some kind of relief and protection. Well,
it may have worked for him, but I want to assure you, the
Lord has something far more than just this. His promised
refuge is not only the foxhole of the mind, but more
importantly a secret place to which each of us may resort or
flee in our time of need and urgency.
The word "refuge" in the original could also be
translated "retreat". I'm sure we've all read of people who not
only have their regular homes as their primary residence but
also condominiums, villas and apartments in different areas
of the country. For the very wealthy, they may have
"retreats" around the world where they can go find relaxation
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and solace. Say, here's some wonderfully good news! You
don't have to spend a nickel's worth of gasoline. You don't
have to spend an ounce of energy to go to the One who is the
retreat and refuge for our soul's deepest needs. Think about
that and all the benefits God has provided.
During the cold war of the 50's and early 60's people
built expensive bomb and fallout shelters. Today they have
become more or less antiquated. I guess many reason, "If the
world's destroyed in nuclear warfare, who would want to be
around anyhow?" But the refuge we have in God can never be
minimized or lose its value. It's where the Lord dwells. The
important thing is to make Him your refuge.

Flee To The Lord For Shelter
Vance Havner pointed out that we seem to be living in a
day and age when so many people are confused and
perplexed. They even doubt their beliefs and believe their
doubts. The truth is, if we're ever going to find any refuge or
strength, we're going to have to flee to the Lord for shelter.
We cannot possibly, we dare not at all, rely on the flesh .
When you stop to think about it, all of creation has some
type of refuge. A bird will fly to the very highest branches
where it has built its nest. A fox will hasten to its hole . ..
even the lion to its den. Yes, every creature has a place of
refuge. And the reason man is so often discontented is
because he tries to find shelter in "things" rather than in God.
It just doesn't work that way!

A Tower Of Defense
Next, in verse two, the psalmist further testifies, "The
Lord is my fortress." There's an old adage which declares that
he who dwells in an impregnable fortress will naturally trust
in it. The idea changes from a peaceful and quiet retreat to a
strong impregnable tower of defense.
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I personally love to look at old forts. There's a place just
outside of St. Petersburg, Florida known as Fort DeSoto
Park. There you can look across the battlements where the
soldiers were readied for any possible outbreak during the
Spanish American War. Those corridors are now silent. The
batteries never bark their thunderous roar. I recall too, when
my wife and I, on a Biola tour, visited the Topkopi Palace in
Turkey where the sultans for hundreds of years carefully
watched across the waters of the Bostorus for marauding
forces. Today however that installation is simply a visitor's
mecca in Istanbul. More recently we visited the fort at the
entrance to the harbor San Juan, Puerto Rico. It must have
taken years of toil and bloodshed to establish that command
post, now antiquated and only a tourist attraction. Fort
DeSoto Park, Topkapi Palace and the fortress at San Juan all
have one important thing in common: they're no longer of
any value from a military or defensive standpoint. The enemy
can come in easily from above. This has negated necessity of
the installation. Not so, however, with the fortress of God.
That's why we can say with the Psalmist concerning our
Lord, "In Him will I trust."

No Energy Shortage In God's Storehouse
During these days of the energy crisis everyone is
wondering what can we do and where can we find an answer.
The basic question is, "How's all this going to affect me
personally?" People have hoarded certain commodities so
there's now a short supply in the market for many items. You
know how hard it is to get some of them. Remember,
however, that when it comes to God's blessings they're
literally hoarded and reserved for your need. His storehouse
is never depleted. Yes, His refuge provides every need
imaginable. His fortress is there to protect and to keep.
Because of this, we can trust fully in Him. We can put our
entire weight upon Him. The sad thing is that we know all too
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well how all of this works but we seldom put into practice the
principles which are established for our benefit. Do you really
trust in the Lord? I mean positively trust Him?

In Whom Can You Trust?
These are strange days in which we are living. We
wonder who we can believe. Certain products encourage us to
trust them but there's an underlying suspicion that they really
have their own interests at heart. And it's the same way with
politicians, too.
In the second Psalm, the concluding words remind us,
"Blessed (which simply means contented and satisfied) are all
they who put their trust in Him." Basil King has said, "When
you can't trust God, you can't trust anything. And when you
can't trust anything you get the precise condition of the
world, as it is today." He's right, too! In whom do you have
your trust?
"Sure, it takes a lot of courage
To put things in God's hands,
Our lives, our hopes, our plans;
To follow where He leads us
And make His will our own.
But all it takes is foolishness
To go the way alone."
And so, the question we need to ask frequently is, "Do
we really trust in the Lord?" During the terrible blitz attacks
by the Nazis on the city of London during World War II,
people were terrified at the bombs and rockets which seemed
to fall unpredictably on every hand. There was one woman,
however, who seemed to attend church with a great calm of
soul. When asked the secret, she simply replied, "Well I read
in the Bible that God never slumbers nor sleeps, so I figure
when I go to bed at night, there's no use in both of us staying
awake."
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Freedom From Worry
Dr. A. B. Simpson has penned these thoughtful words
which declare:
How often would we trust each other,
And only doubt our Lord.
We take the word of mortals,
And yet distrust His Word.
But, oh, what light of glory
Would shine o'er all our days,
If we always would remember
God means just what He says.
This is exactly the testimony of Scripture David affirmed in
the 27th Psalm, "The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the strength of my life. Of
whom shall I be afraid?" Can we put our trust fully in Him
despite the problems, perplexities and overwhelming tide of
difficulties which may face us? The old preacher's philosophy
had something to it as he explained, - "When I walks, I
walks slowly. When I sits, I sits loosely. And when I feels a
worry comin' on, I just commits it to the Lord and go to
sleep." That's exactly the position we can take confidently in
the Lord.
Verse three gives us the affirmative declaration, "Surely
He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from
the noisome pestilence." This word "surely" takes us back to
the 23rd Psalm. Although written by different human
authors, the Holy Spirit is the one who inspired the words
which were eventually penned and there are many parallels
between the 23rd and the 91st Psalms. "Surely" is best
translated "with definite assurance." Now you consider all the
types of insurance that are available to you and your family
today. You can purchase insurance for your car, your house,
your television, your life, against any accident, your health,
your boat, your teeth, the possibility of robbery; the
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opportunities are endless. The other day I read the story of an
insurance salesman who was most industrious in trying to
solicit clients. His line of sales reasoning went something like
this: "Keep in mind, I'm not like other insurance agents. I'm
not going to scare you into buying coverage. You just take
this policy home and sleep on it tonight. Then, if maybe ...
perchance ... you wake up in the morning, you can give me a
call."

Better Than Insurance
Well, the promise God is giving in verse three is
something far more than New York Life, Allstate or
Metropolitan could ever offer. One of the big companies
urges us, "Get a piece of the rock." Of course, their firm
identifies with the Rock of Gibralter. But the psalmist is
talking about the Rock of ages, the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Promise Of Deliverance
As we consider this promise in verse three, the sentence
would actually make good sense without the added word
"surely." That's been graciously included here by the Holy
Spirit. It clearly indicates the definite and absolute guarantee
we have for our souls. So what is it to which we can look
forward? We look forward to His promise of deliverance.
Look at that word "shall." It's important to realize that it's in
the future. David wrote in the 124th Psalm, verse seven, "Our
soul is escaped as a bird out of the snare of the fowlers. The
snare is broken and we are escaped." What a picturesque
manner of showing God's total deliverance.
Many years ago in France there was a beautiful young
woman who married a wealthy and important leader of her
country. She became acquainted with the scorned Christian
message, realizing fully that if she embraced the truths
presented in God's Word it would mean being ostracized and
perhaps even merciless death, since at that time in France
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holding Christian convictions was illegal. Despite this,
Madam Jean-Marie Guyon received the Lord by faith into
her heart. Though he loved his wife, Madam Guyon's
husband had no choice but to demand that she give up her
decision. She steadfastly refused to do so. Therefore, he had
no choice but to send her to prison. While languishing there
day after day, she wrote a poem which is so beautiful my own
heart is always touched by the reality of these precious lines:
A Little Bird I Am

A little bird I am,
Shut in from the fields of air,
And in my cage I sit and sing,
To Him who placed me there;
Well pleased a prisoner to be,
Because, My God, it pleases Thee!
Naught have I else to do,
I sing the whole day long;
And He whom I most love to please,
Dost listen to my song;
He caught and bound my wandering wing,
And still He bends to hear me sing.
Thou hast an ear to hear
And a heart to love and bless;
And though my notes were e'er so rude,
Thou wouldst not hear the less;
Because Thou knowest as they fall
That love, sweet love, inspires them all.
My cage confines me round,
Abroad I cannot fly;
But though my wing is closely bound,
My heart's at liberty;
My prison walls cannot control
The flight, the freedom of the soul.
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Oh, it is good to soar,
These bolts and bars above,
To Him whose purpose I adore,
Whose providence I love;
And in Thy mighty will to find
The joy, the freedom of the mind.
Cruelly incarcerated in prison -with no hope of getting out
and yet the buoyancy of her faith helped her trust in the One
who had promised to deliver her-isn't that a beautiful thing?
It may be that you're in prison today, too. I'm not
speaking so much of a literal place of captivity, although I
realize that these programs also invade the walls of
penitentiaries and jails through radio waves. Yet, some of us
are behind bars as it were in our own homes. We feel locked
into captivity. We feel that our jobs have us confined and
there doesn't seem to be any way out of the rut. Listen, all
insurance policies are based upon future eventualities. This
assured guarantee is by God. He promises definite
deliverance no matter what the bondage may be.
The word "deliverance" from Webster's dictionary
simply says that it means "to set free from restraint; to
release, to rescue from evil which is actual or feared." It may
be that there's nothing facing you of a tangible nature for this
hour. Yet there are the feared possibilities which stand before
you- fears about your job, your family, your health, your
security, your future . See the words "shall deliver?" That's
the promise. And notice something else that's very important.
"Shall deliver" is preceded by "He" because that's God's part.
And it's followed by "thee." That's you and it's your part.
Because all of this is based upon the fulfillment of the
promise given in verse one, "He that dwelleth in the secret
place of the most High shall abide in the shadow of the
Almighty." Don't expect to be delivered by the Lord, don't
expect to be set free from the bondage which may be holding
you down at this moment until you're dwelling in the secret
place of the most High.
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Detecting The Subtle Snares
There's something else interesting in verse three. It talks
about "the snare of the fowler." A snare is something that's
set into place in the least expected pathway. It's usually
placed where the animal or whatever is sought always goes. I
remember talking to a Christian businessman not too long
ago who frankly confessed that his life was really a shambles
as far as spirituality was concerned. It seemed that he could
never refrain from entering motion picture theaters where
they were showing "X" rated films. He was a salesman and
whenever he went to a distant city the temptation would
attract him in such a powerful way that he was unable to
overcome it. I asked him to tell me how it would happen and
maybe we could find a way to help him. He explained that
upon landing the first thing he usually did was purchase a
copy of the local newspaper. He'd study the paper to see
where some of these films were showing. Then he'd walk by
the outside to get an idea of how lurid and descriptive the
movie might be. It was easy to point out to him that his first
mistake was buying a newspaper. His second problem was
walking by these places. Why throw temptation in your path?
Satan can set snares just like this.
On a very homey scale, I'm sure many of us have had to
fight the battle of the diet. And I've discovered, although I
don't learn the lesson very well, that if I want to stay on a diet
I better not bring home candy, cookies and other goodies
because if they are in the house I'm tempted to eat them. The
snare of Satan is set in this same way. We need to make up
our minds, in the power of the Holy Spirit, to keep away
from the enemy of our souls. God isn't going to tempt us. We
know this from the first chapter of the epistle of James.
Snares are set when we ourselves become involved. We're
enticed by the snare the devil set in a very wiley and crafty
way. The same thing is true with the average television
program today. What can be said to glorify some of the
terrible things that are shown? We've all watched television
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grow from infancy to what it is now, namely adultery. The
lack of any decent standards of morality, which is so
flagrantly shown on every hand, is appalling. I'm convinced
that if television came to us in the mailbox most of us would
throw a lot of it out. We wouldn't even bother to read it. Just
plain junk!
Webster says that a snare is a contrivance or a means of
entangling. Now, birds are meant to soar and to fly and so
are we. But if we become ensnared in the tempter's evil
devices, we can't mount up with wings as eagles, as that
wonderful prophetic testimony of Isaiah suggests to us. We're
to lay aside every weight and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, that we might run with patience the race God has
placed before us.

By Any Other Name ...
Make no mistake, a snare can be very attractive and
appealing. It can come in many shapes and forms. The snare
of the devil may be one thing to you and another problem to
someone else. It may be the riches of this world, the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eyes or the pride of life. But the snare
of the trapper is constantly present and we must always be on
guard, aware of the danger that stands before us. We do not
need to yield to the tempter.

The Worst Enemy
The word "fowler" is a very descriptive title for Satan. A
fowler is the worst and the most wicked, the most clever and
the most cruel. The devil, the enemy of our souls, seeks to
entangle us in the affairs of this life so that we'll get
sidetracked. When you've missed the direction haven't you
often said you couldn't trust your own judgment, something
like, "I don't know what happened. I just got all fouled up?"
It's easy to go astray when the devil seeks to entrap us.
I remember as a boy singing the old hymn, "He Leadeth
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Me." I'm sure you remember the words. There is a phrase in
that hymn that bothered me somehow . . . because the
testimony stated, "His faithful foll'wer I would be." I often
wondered in my early years why a Christian would call
himself a "fowler." Of course, the term is a contraction of the
word "follower." I'm not so sure, however that the
impression I had as a boy might be true on occasion. Too
often a believer is someone who has fouled up someone else
and has become a snare as a trap of Satan to bring defeat,
disappointment and even destruction to others.
This verse also speaks of the noisome pestilence. Not
being totally certain what that meant, I checked Webster's
dictionary. The definition given there reminds us that
noisome is really that which is noxious, harmful, offensive to
the smell or other senses and generally disgusting. A
pestilence, of course, would be any contagious or infectious
epidemic or disease devastating to society. Think of world
conditions today. Morally, spiritually, financially and
physically, we're bankrupt in every area almost anywhere you
look. The problem is that too often we place more faith in a
capsule or a pill, including vitamin C, than we do in the Lord
Jesus Christ. He's the One who is the giver of life itself.

Guaranteed Assurance
Here the Psalmist is literally saying, "No subtle plot shall
succeed against one who has the eyes of the Lord watching
for his defense." Isn't it comforting to know that He who is
Spirit can protect us from all evil spirits? He who is immortal
can redeem us from mortal sickness. This deadly pestilence of
air can be coupled with the fatal pestilence of sin. I'm
thinking of a popular motion picture which was apparently
destined to make more money than any other film in the
history of the particular company which produced it. This
film company in Hollywood produced a movie about demon
possession and devil worship. The reviews and reports we've
read are nothing short of appalling. It's incredible to realize
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what kind of degrading presentation is put on the screen
while people flock to see the film and have paid millions and
millions of dollars at the box office to get an idea of what this
film depicts about Satanism and demonism. I'm so thankful I
know the Lord as my personal Savior, aren't you? How
blessed it is to realize that in such dark and difficult days God
has the wonderful promise, the guaranteed assurance that He
is going to deliver us no matter what the area of need. This is
why we're to make certain that our complete trust is in Him.

Feather Pillow
Verse four gives us further indication of the individual
who has been dwelling in the secret place of the Most High.
For "He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His
wings shalt thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and
buckler." David asked of the Lord in the 17th Psalm, "Keep
me as the apple of Thine eye. Hide me under the shadow of
Thy wings." Here again in verse three the Holy Spirit is
speaking as He has been in the first two verses. The means of
protection suggested here are feathers and wings. I wonder if
you realize the warmth that can come with such a precious
commodity. In the course of an average year I sleep in many
beds, traveling from city to city. I think perhaps the hardest
beds, or at lest the hardest pillows in all the world are those at
Holiday Inns or Howard Johnson Motels. I guess a lot of
people like to have them hard because they all seem to be
identical. I love our home because our bed has delightful
feather pillows which are soft and comfortable. As Christians
we can lie down comfortably, without getting a headache, on
the promises of God. We can find certain comfort in every
one He has so graciously given to us.
Many years ago when we were growing up as boys, my
dad raised chickens. Because we had so much chicken to eat
in those days I frankly don't care if I never have chicken
again, even though it can be prepared in many delectable
ways. As a child, however, I was always amazed and
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fascinated to watch those little baby chicks follow their
clucking mother. She generally would scratch the surface
trying to find some provision for them. It was also uncanny
how a mother hen could have a certain feel for oncoming
storms or the attack of an outsider and possible enemy. If
this is true of that winged creature known as a chicken, how
much more so would it be true with an all-knowing, all-wise
God! If a hen can look after her little babies, how much more
can our heavenly Father, who knows the end even from the
beginning, take care of us. He knows when the storms of life
are coming. You can confidently be covered with His feathers
and find protection under His wings.

Wings Of Healing And Hiding
During World War II when we were on the high seas,
one of my favorite hymns was also one of my mother's
favorites, "Under His Wings." The words of the first stanza
are as follows:
Under His wings, I am safely abiding,
Tho the night deepens and tempests are wild;
Still I can trust Him - I know He will keep me,
He has redeemed me and I am His child.
Christ's wings are for healing and hiding. They conceal
us, they protect us, they refresh us, they nourish us and His
guidance can be cherished confidently. We can mount up
with wings as eagles into a new vista of understanding what
the will of God is for our lives. "They that wait upon the
Lord," Isaiah said, "shall renew their strength." Wings are
simply appendages which allow flight. If you want to rise
above your circumstances, then rise in the power of the Lord
Jesus Christ who gives us the ability to trust fully in Him.
John G. Payton, the missionary to the New Hebrides
who died an early death, was greatly used of the Lord in
translating the Scriptures into the language of the people. He
had a hard time, however, finding a word for trust or faith
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until his native servant returned one day from a long trip. He
was tired and wanted to relax, so he put his feet up on a chair
and then he made the declaration, "I'm putting my whole
weight down." Payton thereby had the word he wanted to use
in translating "trust." It simply means to put your whole
weight down upon Him.
Some years ago a dear saint of God whom we loved to
visit, Martha Snell Nickelson, bedridden for most of her life
with arthritis, rheumatism, Parkinson's disease, eye trouble
and finally cancer, penned these beautiful thoughts
concerning the subject of trust:
You ask how you learn to trust Him?
Dear child, you must just let go!
Let go of your frantic worry,
And the fears which plague you so;
Let go of each black tomorrow
Which you try to live today;
Let go of your fevered planning,
He knoweth your way.
Fear not lest your slipping fingers
Let go of the Saviour, too Trusting is only knowing
He'll not let go of you!
When it comes to trust, we can't take a crash course in
serenity. It's something we learn as we abide daily in the
presence of the secret place, dwelling with the shadow of
God's wings upon us. This is the position He desires for your
life and mine. Have you heard the story of the elderly man
who had never been up in an airplane before? His family
wanted to do something special, so for his 80th birthday, they
contracted with a local pilot to take him up and show him the
city. Well, even though it was his birthday, he wasn't so sure
he liked the idea. Being a good sport, even at his age, and not
willing to disappoint his children and grandchildren, he went
ahead and got into the plane. When the little aircraft returned
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to the runway a beaming octogenarian stepped off. Helped
down to the tarmac he was greeted by his loved ones and
excitedly told them of the sights he had seen from this new
vista. When everyone had expressed themselves, sharing in
the delightful experience, they headed home for the
traditional birthday cake and ice cream. On the way, one of
his favorite granddaughters asked him the question, "Tell me,
grandfather, did you really enjoy it?" He responded with a
knowing wink, "Why, of course I did, honey!" Then he
whispered and explained further, "Just the same, while I was
up there, to make sure, I never ever really put my full weight
down." Do you know, so often we're like that old
grandfather. We don't put our full weight down upon the
promises of God. In so doing, we miss many of His untold
blessings.

Depending On His Truth
Notice the last part of the fourth verse. It says "His truth
shall be thy shield and buckler." Have we put our full weight
down upon His truth? What kind of truth? Well, truth such
as Matthew 6:33 which exhorts us, "Seek ye first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be
added unto you." Truth such as Philippians 4:19 with which
we can confidently face the energy crisis, "For my God shall
supply all your need, according to His riches in glory by
Christ Jesus." Truth such as Romans 8:28 when problems
and difficulties come, "Knowing that all things work together
for good to them who love God, to them who are the called
according to His purpose." Truth such as the realization of
the imminent return of Jesus Christ as Paul encourages Titus
in 2: 13, "Looking for the blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and our Saviour, Jesus Christ."
You know, we see or hear so little truth these days. This
reminds me of the politician who got up to make a speech and
proudly boasted, "I want you folks to know that these aren't
my figures I'm quoting; they're the figures of somebody who

29/Psalm 91

knows what he is talking about."
Webster says that truth is a quality of constancy. What a
picture of God and God alone who is the same yesterday,
today and forever. With Him, according to James, there is no
change, no variableness, neither shadow caused by turning.
Now it's certainly not hard to find the truth, but it is hard to
keep from running away from it once you've found it. Put
your faith and trust down deep into the truths of God's
Word. Remember, the New Testament doesn't say you shall
know the rules and be bound by them. It encourages us, you
shall know the truth and the truth shall make you free.
I do not ask that He must prove
His Word is true to me;
And that before I can believe
He first must let me see.
It is enough for me to know
'Tis true because He says 'tis so.
On His unchanging Word I'll stand
And trust 'til I can understand.
An old divine put it this way: "Hawks in the sky and snares in
the field are equally harmless when we nestle near the Lord ."
Isn't that a beautiful thought? God's truth, His true promise
and His certain faithfulness will give us the answer to every
need we may have or will ever be confronted with.

Our Shield And Buckler
As the Scripture says, He has promised to be our shield
and our buckler. A shield reminds us of the basic element that
we're facing a constant battle. This is clearly taught in
Ephesians, the sixth chapter, cautioning us about the fact
that we wage a continuing warfare. It's not against flesh and
blood but against principalities and powers. In addition, the
Bible also warns us that we are met against the rulers of the
darkness of this world, against spritual wickedness in high
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places. This is why we must use the whole armour of God.
We particularly need the shield of faith (according to the 16th
verse of Paul's letter to the Ephesians, the sixth chapter).
Why a shield? We need the shield of faith because of the
fiery darts of the enemy of our souls. Satan is constantly
attacking us. A shield can protect the most vulnerable place
on your body. It's something that can be moved about
instantly and immediately. You see, the temptations that
come today may not be the same temptations 10 or 15 years
ago. You may be far more vulnerable now in some other
spot. Even at that the faith shield can always be used in the
crises of life, applied to ward off those fiery darts of the
wicked one. And if the shield is heavy to carry, if our arms
get tired, then notice what this verse of promise suggests.
We're given assurance that God Himself is going to be the
shield and God Himself is going to be the buckler.
A buckler is nothing more than a type of shield which is
usually worn on one of the arms. This is designed to protect
the front part of the body. Figuratively, a buckler can also
refer to an individual who protects the front of the
commanding officer or the most important man of the
troops. The buckler is a personal bodyguard. What a
beautiful picture this gives us of the Lord Jesus. He
personally is our Shield and Buckler. He is our double
armour to take care of any possible problems which may
come.
It's true that Satan capitalizes on man's basic need for
quietness. He does all he can to keep people from being still,
supplying a continuous mechanized din. Insistent telephones,
booming radios and television, the clatter and whine of
machinery rob us of stillness and calm. To these he adds the
more subtle pressures brought about by speed. As a matter of
fact, our labor-saving devices haven't given us more time to
be still. Instead, they've compounded the demands we make
upon ourselves. This is why we need God's protection-His
shield, His buckler, as we face the otherwise weary and
dreary hours of each day.
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Preservation From Evil
Verse five avows further, "Thou shalt not be afraid for the
terror by night nor for the arrow that flieth by day." "Night is
the congenial hour of horrors," as someone has said, "when
alarms walk abroad like beasts of prey or ghouls from among
the tombs. We dream of demons and dire visitants from
Hell." I read the other day in the Los Angeles Times about
one of the richest people in Southern California. This man
has been extremely effective as a corporate president and now
is one of the leading architects of the land. He has to make
frequent trips to various cities overseeing his various projects.
His wife declared in the article, "Living in beautiful and
exclusive Bel Air, I always keep a gun at my side; who knows
what might possibly take place?" In Psalm 121, verse seven,
there's the contractual promise, "The Lord shall preserve thee
from all evil. He shall preserve thy soul." What a tremendous
realization of the providence of God even amidst times of
adversity when there seems to be so much crime and
corruption on every hand. We're hardly even free from it in
our own homes. Years ago we never locked our doors or
windows at night but now we need guns, mace and airhorns
at our bedsides.
In Proverbs, the third chapter, verses 23 and 24, the
testimony is, "Then shall thou walk in thy way safely and thy
foot shall not stumble. When thou liest down thou shall not
be afraid. Yea, thou shalt lie down and thy sleep shall be
sweet." How long has it been since you had a good night's
sleep? Claim this promise. If you're dwelling in the secret
place of the Most High, you don't need to be afraid of the
terror by night.
You've all heard the story, I'm sure, of the little girl who
was terrified of the storm after dark. As she heard the
thunder and lightening this particular night she cried out
urgently for help. Her mother quickly rushed into the room
trying to calm her down. The Christian parent reminded her
daughter that God never slumbers or sleeps. The little girl
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seemed to be satisfied and so the mother went back to bed.
But at the next clap of thunder the little girl was up running
for her mother's bed, completely terrified. This time when she
was taken back with the same reasoning about God never
slumbering or sleeping, the child explained her fears, "I know
all that, Mommy. I know that Jesus is awake. But, you see, I
want somebody with skin on him!" Now in our lives we are
looking for someone with skin on him, not realizing all that
we have in the Lord -whom having not seen, we love.
In the 56th Psalm, the writer stresses his personal
testimony, "What time I am afraid, I will trust the Lord." But
then later in that Psalm he even more forcefully strengthens
that avowal by this assurance, "I will trust the Lord and not
be afraid." You don't have to wait until the moment of fear
approaches. If you're living the life of faith and trust day-by
day then you won't be afraid when the difficulty comes. But it
all goes back, remember, to the requirement which must be
met in verse one, "He that dwelleth in the secret place of the
Most High" does not need to be afraid for the terror by night
nor the arrow that flieth by day.

Freedom From Anxiety
In this verse fear means anxiety. It's quite apropos that
in the original the word for anxiety actually means "to
choke." When you are afraid, when terror has gripped your
heart because of some known or even unknown obstacle that
may face you, you're literally choking the faith line to God.
Let's take a look at that again. The terror by night
represents the fact that things are always so foreboding when
it's dark. There's a book which was published some time ago
that's most intriguing. It is titled, "Children's Letters to
God." One of them has a short comment written by a little
girl. She pens, "Dear God, I'm afraid of things at night more
than in the day. Do you think you could keep the sun on
longer? Love, Joann." We all remember as children and
perhaps as adults also, seeing supposed lurking figures in the
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room that definitely weren't there in the daytime. That
difficult, foreboding feeling often arrives at night. But when
you trust Him who is the light of the world, you can be sure
that there will be no energy crisis. In fact, there's not even a
power brownout.
Years ago when I was growing up in Santa Barbara, I
used to love to visit the home of Mr. and Mrs. Croft. Mrs.
Croft made such delicious desserts and would often kindly
invite me to stay for dinner with the family. When I had to go
home at night after the evening was over, I only lived about
half dozen blocks away but there were no other houses along
the way. It meant I had to go up one hill and down another
and pass by some gullies and ravines with large overhanging
pepper trees and monstrous eucalyptus which, I reasoned,
could easily harbor someone bent on my harm. So often as I
went by these areas I imagined hearing a person starting to
follow me. I'd look around but there was no one there. I'd
move a little faster and still I would hear someone coming.
Looking around I would see no one. By the time I reached the
front door of my home I was running and completely out of
breath. Once inside I'd slam the door, making sure it was
locked just in case someone followed me. In the book of
Isaiah the prophet states, "He who believeth in Him shall not
be confounded." That's a very pertinent thought since the
truth is repeated by Peter in his first epistle. Listen to this
tranlation which states it in such a beautiful way, taken from
the original Hebrew. It reads, "He that believeth on Him shall
not be made to walk in haste." I like that. We don't have to
run from every falling leaf or darkening shadow.

With Us In All Adversities And Trials
Now I know that our country is facing a terrible increase
in crimes and most of these evil deeds happen in the dark.
Jesus said that men love darkness because their deeds are evil.
If you don't believe that, watch television any night and you'll
see an ample display of violence and filth. This is still
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somewhat mild compared to what motion pictures are using.
The promise doesn't guarantee that we won't be seized. It
simply assures us, "Thou shalt not be afraid." God gives us
power to defeat the fear and the agony of heart that can so
often wrench us when we're by ourselves facing some of these
difficulties in the dark. In Isaiah, the 43rd chapter, we read
the familiar promise, "When thou passeth through the waters
I will be with thee, and through the rivers, they shall not
overflow thee, when thou walkest through the fire thou shalt
not be burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon thee." God
is going to take us through. That's the watchword! It doesn't
say He's going to spare us from them but He does say that
He will be with us in all these adversities and trials.
The last part of verse five calls our attention to the arrow
that flies by day. First of all, we have the promise and
protection at night. Secondly, we have the promise of
protection for the daytime. In the olden times an arrow
would usually be dipped in poison before it was let fly to the
desired target. Another clever and destructive effort would be
generally to coat the arrow with tar and then set it on fire.
Flying noiselessly through the air, these darts would reach the
prey, crippling and bringing death. How blessed it is to keep
in mind that these fiery, poisonous darts of the wicked one
can never penetrate the protection God has given to us.
That's why it's so important to dwell in the secret place.
The other day I saw an advertisement for an aerosol
deodorant which is supposed to work around the clock. Once
applied, its benefits are so strong they'll work for several
days. The only thing about this deodorant is that it's only for
personal body protection as far as unpleasant odors are
concerned. But look at verse five once again. This is truly
around the clock protection. Afraid of the terror by night?
We don't need to be. Afraid of the arrow that flies by day?
We don't need to be. God has made every provision. Often
one can't see the terror that's coming. Often one can't hear
the arrow that's flying . But God sees it all. He knows the
protection we may need and He's offering it to us as we
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respond in faith. The believer shall not fear the hunter's trap.
The snare of the fowler will not cause him or her to be
brought low. There is much in our world to make us afraid.
But then, there's so much more in our faith to make us bold
for God. The wonderful thing is, He wants to do it for us.

Providence In Darkness
Going a step further, verse six avows that we are not to
fear for "the pestilence that walketh in darkness nor for the
destruction that wasteth at noonday." As we mentioned,
pestilence means literally to spread, to spoil, to rush upon
with some disease. In the New American Standard Bible, the
testimony means "to stalk a prey." In any case, there's always
the thought of the unknown. I suppose this is one reason why
there's such a popular rise in astronomy and sooth-sayers'
charts concerning our daily existence. We dont' know what
the future holds. People are trying to find out everything they
can about tomorrow. To what foolish ends they'll go, seeking
to satisfy their curiosity. Never lose this thought: the only
One who knows what the future is, is the One with whom
there are no tomorrows, even our loving heavenly Father.
There's an evil pestilence stalking us daily. So often disease
seems to strike at night. As a matter of fact I read somewhere
that more heart attacks occur between 12 midnight and two
a.m. than at any other time in a 24-hour span. This darkness
pervading the world is a moral and spiritual darkness as well
as physical one.
In the 12th chapter of the gospel of Luke, the Lord Jesus
gives us the parable of the rich man who died in the prime of
his business ventures. It was during the night when he was
reclining, confident that he had made every provision
necessary. When the death angel reached out, there was no
possible hope for a moment's delay. The dreaded decree
sounded ominously, "This night thy soul shall be required of
thee." At night the soul seems least attached to the body. For
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the believer, the one dwelling in the secret place of the Most
High, he need not fear this pestilence that stalks the world.

Peace At Noonday
There's also the destruction that comes at noonday. No
matter where it's seen, destruction is a terrible thing! Look
back on the pages of history to see the warfare that has ruined
so many areas of the world. And what for? The destruction in
verse six could be physical as well as spiritual. As an example,
take an average day of life. The morning goes well but in the
afternoon there is a drag or a letdown. A friend of mine in
medical work told me that in his practice he finds that blood
pressure in most patients is at its highest in the afternoon.
This is true with the temperature as well. But the destruction
that comes needn't overtake us even at the difficult afternoon
time, or during any other period of the day, for that matter.

Protection From Danger
Verse seven of Psalm 91 testifies "A thousand shall fall
at thy side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall
not come nigh thee." Basically this verse teaches us that the
power of God can allow us to be near danger and yet be kept
far from harm. I think the key to this is the fourth word
which says "fall." Just what does the Holy Spirit mean by the
use of that testimony? How does a person "fall?" There are
possibly three different interpretations to this and each of
them should be considered briefly. In Scripture, the word
"fall" somethimes refers to those who spiritually backslide. I
am thinking now of a minister friend whom I've known for
some years. He was so very gifted of the Lord, but along the
way he had become involved somehow with another woman.
As a result, his whole ministry as well as his life, went sour.
We look at that and we say, "How can a Christian allow
himself to get so completely fouled up?" We can't help but
remind ourselves, at least we should, of the words Paul wrote

37/Psalm 91
to the Corinthian Christians, "Let him who thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall." There is the propensity and
capability to sin this way in all of us. I've had many people
say on occasions, "Why is it that so many minsiters yeild to
such temptations?, Why is it that so many preachers' children
go wrong?" Well, of course the answer is, they don't. But
because when it does happen, the situation stands out so
predominantly, so forcefully, it indicates the gravity of the
problem. The psalmist states, "A thousand shall fall at thy
side." Now, this could mean that they would fall spiritually,
but I don't think this is the interpretation the Spirit of God
would have for us.

Falling Eternally
Look at something else. There's the possibility of falling
physically. If this verse were true, how could we ever explain
how Christian boys, who are truly born again without a
doubt, have died in war? If it's true that a thousand should
fall at thy side and harm would not come near those who
name the name of Christ as Saviour, it wouldn't give us a full
definition of this verse. Physically I can remember thinking
of this as I found it in Scripture and quoting it while aboard a
merchant oil tanker in World War II. Standing out on one of
the wings of the bridge or on the bow if the weather was calm
in the South Pacific, I realized we were looking for
potentially explosive mines and if any one of them even came
close, attracted to our ship by magnetism, it would make that
vessel a raging inferno. But, still, I don't think that this
promise means falling spiritually or even physically. I do
think it has reference to falling eternally. Look at the context.
The psalmist has been talking about the worries and concerns
of life. There are such things as personal safety, the problem
of loneliness, the difficulty of temptations, fear ... now we
find the ultimate problem facing all of us. This is the most
basic for it is the last spectre of death. In Scripture, we're
reminded that we're not to fear the individual (or Satan) who
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can kill the body but not touch the soul. Our reverential trust
should rather be placed in the Lord Jesus Christ who can
separate both soul and body in Hell. And as you look at this
promise, as we dwell in the secret place of the Most High, no
believer will ever fall as far as eternity is concerned. In the
very first Psalm, the fifth verse, there is the definite assurance
given, "Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the
judgment." By that we understand that they will definitely
fall.
We lived in St.Petersburg, Florida for about five years,
which is sometimes given the description of being "Wrinkle
City," since so many old people live there. It's literally the
land of the dying, because many of the dear older folks come
there for their retirement and later years. Unfortunately
obituary columns are filled every day. Think of the fact that
relatively speaking there are very few real believers in this
world today. How many people, not only in St. Petersburg
but in your city and throughout the United States are falling
every day. People are not just falling into physical death but,
even worse, into eternal death, forever separated from the
presence of God. So really, what a promise this is! A
thousand shall fall at thy side and ten thousand at thy right
hand. But God will never allow the believer to perish. The
Jerusalem Bible, which is a modern-day translation by the
Catholics, states, "You yourself will remain unscathed." In
John 10:28 the Lord Himself declares, "I give unto them (that
is those who by faith have received Christ as Saviour) eternal
life, and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck
them out of My hand."

God's Justice And Mercy
Then, going on in our study of Psalm 91, verse eight
further promises, "Only with thine eyes shalt thou behold and
see the reward of the wicked." This sight, this vision, reveals
both the justice as well as the mercy of God. Joshua and
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Caleb verified the testimony. Remember, they were the only
two out of thousands, yes even millions who came up out of
Egypt in bondage. They had kept God's Word.
Some things we see make a lasting impression. Some
things I've seen in my lifetime I wish I could forget. I think
back to the days when as a boy in Santa Barabara, we used to
go down to the breakwater on Sunday afternoons and enjoy
trying to catch some stone crabs with a piece of the leftover
roast or a wiener our mother gave us for bait. All one needed
was a piece of string and a bucket. It was a delightful
boyhood experience. But one afternoon I heard the noise of a
siren and I saw a crowd congregated out on the breakwater.
Then I saw a man screaming in desperation, crying "My boy,
my boy, my boy." Setting aside the string, the meat and the
old tin can, I ran with the crowd to see what was happening.
When I joined the crowd I discovered that this young boy had
apparently drowned. The look of pathetic panic on the
father's face is something I can see even to this day.

The Judgment Of The Wicked
Now, God allows us just to see a glimpse of the reward
of the wicked, those who shall not stand in the judgment. He
lifts the veil, as it were. In the 12th chapter of Luke we see the
death angel calling for the rich man. In the 16th chapter of
Luke we see the great gulf which is fixed between Paradise
and Hades. There the agony and the torment of soul befell
Dives, or the rich man, because he could no longer change the
eternal destiny of his soul.
Years and years ago when we used to regularly visit the
Los Angeles County Juvenile Hall, I remember speaking to a
teen-ager after a particular morning service. She seemed to be
touched by the things said. I asked her, "Wouldn't you like to
make certain that you're going to heaven?" With sullenness of
purpose and a cold bitterness in her heart she blurted out,
"No, I want to go to hell. I want to make certain that the man
who wronged me and caused me to be here is tortured
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throughout eternity." What a thing to have in her
heart- such terrible thoughts for the future.

Deliverance For The Believer
But on the other hand, for the believer, we're only going
to see what's taking place. "Only with thine eyes shalt thou
behold." The word "behold" is literally God's "stop, look and
listen" sign. He's urging us to contemplate the situation which
faces every individual who's never received Jesus Christ as
Saviour. If we beheld the reward of the wicked a little more
diligently, it would help us to appreciate the total aspect of
world-wide missions. It should cause us to want to do our
part as best we can to send forth the gospel message to those
who have never heard redemption's truth. Where an
opportunity and open door is given God's Holy Spirit, we
should take it.

Death For The Unbeliever
What is the reward of the wicked? Well, the wages of sin
is death. But contrast that to the gift of God. A reward is that
which is given, according to Webster, in return for good or
evil done as a prize for excellence. God's reward of the wicked
is eternal judgment and condemnation. Rather, how
beautiful are the words of David in the 37th Psalm as he
writes, "Wait on the Lord and keep His way and He shall
exalt thee to inherit the land; when the wicked are cut off,
thou shalt see it" (verse 34).
A new thought is presented in verse nine - "Because thou
hast made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most High,
thy habitation." Let me give you just a little clue here before
we get too far. The semicolon (or in some cases the comma)
which appears at the end of verse nine is extremely important.
We shouldn't really stop the study right there but this does
start the second half of this Psalm. We know that it's
absolutely essential to human beings that we breathe clean
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air, that we eat good food, that we enjoy some measure of
exercise and that we keep away from contagious diseases. I
know that may sound an awful lot like a Geritol commercial.
It's certainly not intended to be. Our total goal and desire
should be to make it a point to dwell in the secret place of the
Most High. This is what's going to take place.

A Choice For Change
Now sometimes we have no choice over where we live.
We have no opportunity to make a difference or change in
our job, our physical appearance, our social relationships or
our financial standing. But that's not true with dwelling in the
secret place of the Most High. Every person has a choice in
this regard. We can either do it or refuse to do it. Now if we
make the dwelling of our lives in the secret place of the Most
High, this is what God will do for us. Everything that follows
is all ours. There's only one thing better than knowing Christ
as one's personal Saviour. That one thing is dwelling
constantly and continually in His daily presence. Each one of
us has to make room for this type of experience. No one can
do it for us. A wife can't do it, a husband can't do it, a
mother can't do it, children can't do it, and God certainly
isn't going to force us to live in His house and to dwell in the
secret place of the Most High. One has to want to do it
himself.

Making The Lord Your Habitation
Sometimes I think I would like to live in a high-rise
building. Some dear friends of ours had a high-rise when they
lived in the city of Philadelphia. I loved their apartment. I
loved the heights. The tallest one in our area is 29 floors. I
imagine the folks living there have a tremendous view of the
city from that elevation. But think what it would mean if we
made our dwelling place the Most High. Who could compare
with this? The word in the original is "Elyon." Not only the
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Most High but the Lord. Notice, "because thou hast made
the Lord, 'Yahweh' ... " This was the sacred name of God,
the name the children of Israel didn't even pronounce because
it was so precious to them.
I don't know about you but I don't really enjoy staying
overnight in the homes of other people. I like my privacy.
Through the years, we've made just a few exceptions. One
exception is with some friends in Grants Pass, Oregon, Dr.
and Mrs. Douglas Bradshaw. They always invite us to stay in
their home when we pass through that town. The only reason
we make an exception, I guess, is because of the way they
treat us. Do you know what they do? They move out of their
own bedroom with that king size bed in a beautiful area of
Grant's Pass. They sleep on a day bed in the family room,
and they give us the very best of everything. It is a lovely
home and they are lovely Christian people. But I say this and
I'm sure they would understand, that even dwelling in that
kind of an environment cannot begin to compare with
making the Lord our habitation. God gives us the very best of
everything. I wonder, do you enjoy staying at God's house?
Or is it just another experience of life? His habitations
suggest that it is something done regularly, continually.
Where is your refuge? Where do you go in times of need?
The psalmist here is saying that God is my refuge. It is in
the present tense. There is an advertising slogan on the west
coast that has billboards stating, "We never outgrow our need
for milk." That may or may not be true but I'll tell you one
thing, we never outgrow our need for God as our refuge.
Spiritual success requires consecration without any
reservation whatsoever.
Before we continue to verse 10, remember that this word
"because" links up the next word. "Because we have made the
Lord our habitation, then there shall no evil befall thee,
neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." In James,
the first chapter, especially those first five verses, we are told
why trials and testings come. We face them that we might
have our faith strengthened, that we might experience
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patience, that we might draw closer to the Lord for His
sustaining grace. But this verse has to tie in with the preceding
one. It cannot stand alone. You cannot simply choose verse
20 for your life and say, "There is not going to be any evil that
is ever going to touch me, there's not going to be any disease
that will approach our home," because that just isn't true or
realistic. But the promise is coupled with the fact that we have
made the Lord our habitation.

Symptoms Of Disease
When I first came to know the Lord, I was greatly
troubled by a verse in I John, the third chapter. Here the
apostle is writing, "Whosoever is born of God doth not
commit sin, and he cannot sin because he is born of God."
This verse nine is simply suggesting that the aspect of a born
again personality cannot sin, not that the old man (or the
remaining old nature within us) doesn't sin. We know that it
does but it's the presence of God, the indwelling Holy Spirit
that has made us new. That part of us cannot sin. Evil cannot
touch us so long as we are indwelling in the presence of God.
But, listen, if you get out of fellowship with the Lord, if
you're not dwelling in the secret place of the Most High, don't
expect that you're going to avoid difficulties and problems.
You cannot claim verse 10 unless you have made the Lord
God your habitation. There are many plagues that are
coming today. We may not have cholera, we may not have
bubonic plague, as was true in England many many years
ago, but we have a different kind of disease. I think we have
the disease of immorality, filth, pornographic literature and
sensualism which is sweeping our land, flooding every area of
society.
I read not long ago that as many as one million people in
the United States have a terrible disease which has caused
them to lose their ability to taste or smell. For some, it's even
worse. Everything tastes and smells awful. The malady isn't a
killer but it is a frustrating and miserable situation. Only
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those who have experienced it could know the daily agony it
involves. But there's something worse than the disease of a
misdirected sense of smell and taste and that is the plague of
sin which affects every one of us. Yielding to temptation,
instead of dwelling in the presence of God's Holy Spirit,
brings defeat and depression.

Christ's Identification With Our Difficulty
It was some years ago in Denmark when the Nazis
ordered all of the Jewish residents to wear identifying
armbands with a yellow Star of David imprinted on them.
This was to indicate those who were marked for annihilation
and destruction. Naturally the announcement of their plan
greatly disturbed the king. But what could he do for the
country that was now occupied by an alien force? King
Hakon was appalled to think what might take place in the
devatation of these people. With fear and trepidation the
Jewish citizenry of Denmark faced the fateful hour when they
were to put on the yellow stars. On that day, however, brave
King Hakon himself came out of his palace wearing an
armband with a yellow Star of David on it. This signified his
identification with those who had been selected for
destruction by the enemy. Of course, the Nazis didn't dare
shoot the Jews because then they would have to shoot the
people's king who had now taken upon himself to be
numbered with them. Even so, the Lord Jesus Christ has
come to be identified with us in all of our misery and our
difficulty. No evil will befall thee when you're dwelling in the
secret place of the Most High.

Peace The Perfect Portion
Some time ago there was a prize of five hundred dollars
offered to the artist who could paint a picture that best
described the subject of peace. There were those who painted
tranquil valleys, pastoral scenes and the like. But the person
who won had a picture of a gray-leaden sky with a stormy
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ocean beating down mercilessly upon a rocky shoreline.
Almost unseen, except for the person who carefully studied
the painting, was a picture of a bird. Its nest had been built
high in the rocks where it sat calmly and securely in its safe
perch. It seemed totally unruffled and undisturbed by the
scene of pounding devastation below. Are you finding your
daily refuge in the Most High? Only then will peace be your
perfect portion.

Angels As Messengers And Ministers
In verse 11 there's a further promise given and it's a
fascinating one indeed. The Scripture reads, "For He shall
give His angels charge over thee, to keep thee in all thy ways."
From several standpoints, perhaps this is one of the most
intriguing verses in the Bible. First of all, we find here the
subject of God's protection on our behalf. But there's
something else. This is the verse quoted, or perhaps we
should say "misquoted" by Satan in the temptation of the
Lord Jesus. We want to look at that little verse more closely
in a moment. First of all, let's think about angels and what
they mean to us.
Webster's best definition of angels states that they are
celestial beings, superior to man in power and intelligence
and are supernatural messengers of God. For a non-biblical
source, that's a good definition. The primary thing that
impresses itself upon me concerning angels is the obvious fact
that none of them, not a single one, has ever been or will ever
be redeemed. God has made no provisions whatsoever for
their salvation. Angels form an ordered unity. We know that
Michael is the name of one of their leaders. In Daniel 12: 1 he
is called "the great prince," and at the end of the Bible, in the
book of Revelation the 12th chapter, verse seven, we find that
other angels are led by him. So there is an ordered unity
among these heavenly forces. Angels are mentioned about
300 times in Scripture. If the Bible speaks of them so often,
we certainly ought to concern ourselves with their ministry to
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us, and we'll be spending the rest of eternity with them.
There is another interesting point in verse 11. One
particular heavenly messenger is mentioned on a number of
occasions in the Old Testament. He is described as "the angel
of the Lord," such as in Exodus 3:2. This term usually refers
to the preincarnate appearance of Jesus Christ. These
manifestations are what are known in theology as
"theophanies."
Without question we can look forward to seeing many
more angels as they accompany Christ at His return. That
will be the time when we are ushered into the very presence of
our Saviour.
Between the nativity and the resurrection there are only
two appearances of angels. First there was the time at the
beginning of the way to the cross, when our Lord Jesus was
tempted (we read that in the fourth chapter of Matthew and
again in the fourth chapter of Luke). After the temptation,
the Lord meeting Satan victoriously; angeles came and
ministered unto Him. I wonder if you've ever had angels
minister to you? The second appearance of angels in the light
of our Lord's life was at the culmination of His ministry in
Gethsemane. This was just before He went to the cross. We
read that more than 12 legions of angels stood ready to
deliver Him from His enemies. A legion represented 6,000
men and that meant that with 12 legions there were 72,000
angels standing by, ready to be called into service by the Lord
should He desire them. But the beautiful aspect of it all is that
He went the way to Calvary alone, so that He might pay the
complete price for our sin.
We're also clearly warned in Scripture not to worship
angels. Colossians the second chapter, verse 18, tells us angels
are really messengers who are sent by God. In Hebrews, the
first chapter, we're asked the rhetorical question, ". . . are
they not all ministering spirits?" One Bible scholar gave his
literal view on this by commenting, "Angels are simply the
domestic servants of the saints." The problem is we so seldom
take full advantage of their usefulness to us.
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It's somewhat disappointing too, to hear of the many
amusing stories that have been circulated concerning angels.
One of the most pronounced is about the man who
complained that his wife was just like an angel. It started out
to sound like a compliment. Then he added she was always up
in the air, she was always harping on something and, also like
angels, she never had an earthly thing to wear! The real truth
about this tremendous force of God's power needs to be
understood. In Scripture there's no indication that angels are
male or female. The Bible uses the masculine gender when
referring to angels, so in my opinion, the pictures some have
drawn of effeminant ethereal forces are entirely erroneous.
Angels have unbelievable power because they're ordained and
appointed as created beings by God.
In this verse, getting back to it, notice that God is going
to give His angels, not singular but plural, charge over thee to
keep thee in all thy ways. I recall hearing Dr. James McGinley
one day at the Church of the Open Door when he told about
traveling along the highway with Dr. Louis T. Talbot. They
were in Dr. Talbot's brand new Nash. Dr. McGinley said in
his broad Scottish accent, "When Dr. Talbot gets his Nash
going 70 miles an hour, two people want to get out: me and
my guardian angel." Many of the people were acquainted
with the way Dr. Talbot drove. His mind was usually
completely absorbed on the sermon he was going to deliver
when he arrived at his destination. But the psalmist isn't
referringto just a guardian angel. Notice it's in the plural. I
like that! There is only one you but there are many of them!

Bodyguards Of The Saints
Angels are also the bodyguards of saints. There's been
much discussion recently about the fact that former Vice
President Spiro Agnew has secret service agents costing
taxpayers thousands of dollars to protect him. They fear the
danger of an unknown, perhaps deranged assailant. I'd not
only hate to be an important person requiring a bodyguard
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but, I'd hate to be someone who had to work with the Secret
Service to protect the life of another individual. Think how
terrible it would be if an attacker broke through the human
barrier and killed or injured the one whom you were charged
with protecting! We're told here that the angels aren't going
to let anything happen to the saints unless it's in accordance
with God's will.

Power, Strength And Encouragement
There's an old song we sang in the early forties which had a
concluding line that affirmed, "And the angels sang." The
special place in Scripture where we hear about the angels
singing is not only at the annunciation to Mary and the
shepherds at the birth of our Saviour but following our
Lord's victory over the devil at the time of temptation. The
Bible definitely points out that angels came and ministered
unto Him. I'd like to ask, how long has it been since angels
came and ministered to you? Have you heard them in your
life at any time because instead of yielding to temptation you
have been strong and victorious in the Lord? We need their
power, their strength, their encouragement, their help since
they are messengers of good from God.
The angels also are going to have charge over us to keep
us. This means that they aren't going to allow us to fall. I
remember when our three children were very young, we tried
to teach them how to walk. And frequently we'd hold them
by the hands and let their feet just barely touch the floor
while we'd give an expression of making movement in some
specific direction. You know, similarly, this is the way angels
take care of us. They pick us up, they guide us, they make
sure that nothing happens that would be destructive.
How powerful are they? The answer to that is both
tremendous and at the same time inconceivable. According to
Scripture, we learn that just one single angel destroyed
140,000 of the host of the Assyrians in one night. The hairs of
our head are numbered. Our tears are all saved and the angels
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are there to make certain that nothing happens to us that isn't
in complete accordance with God's woderful truth and
matchless provision.
The last part of this verse must not be overlooked either.
Mark the four words, "in all thy ways." Proverbs 3:5 and 6
gives us the practical testimony by wise Solomon, "Trust in
the Lord with all thy heart, and lean not to thine own
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He
shall direct thy paths." God has stressed a practical reminder,
"For my ways are not your ways, saith the Lord."

Two Ways In Life
A well-known architect complained about people who
come to him to have a house built. He said that most
generally they already had made the complete plans either on
paper or at least in their own minds. As a result, there was
little he could do to persuade them to follow his suggestions
for building. It could be a very frustrating business. One
would think if a person was paying an expensive architect he
would also allow the architect to have some say in the matter.
After all, he's the expert! This is why Paul, in writing to the
Roman Christians, pointed out the importance of complete
submission to the will and purpose of God. "I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God that you present
your body a living sacrifice, wholly acceptable unto God
which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to
this world, but be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind that ye may prove what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God." Now in Proverbs again there is the
positive realization that there is a way which seems right to a
man but the ends thereof are the ways of death. Don't lose
the way. If a Christian is out of God's way then he is out of
his own ways for there are only two ways in life. Remember
that. There are not many ways, just two. It must be either
God's way or the devil's. Never forget that. Jonah was out of
the way. The angels didn't protect him. They allowed the
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whale or the great sea monster to swallow him. Balaam was
out of his way and certainly not in God's way when he tried in
vain to curse the children of Israel. The Lord would not let
him do it. For this reason I think Satan may have re-read this
91st Psalm the day of the temptation of our Saviour. The
record is given in both Matthew 4 and Luke 4. He sought to
urge the Lord that He could overcome any difficulty. He
vainly pointed out, "Haven't you read from Scripture where it
says very plainly, 'He shall give his angels charge over Thee to
keep Thee, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a
stone'?" Looking again at Psalm 91, we see that Satan left out
those four vital words, "in all thy ways." These just cannot
possibly be left out because the ways we are to follow must be
the ways of God. Listen, the important good news is that
when we're following the ways of God we needn't fear what
man can do to us .

The Nature Of Fallen Angels
While we're talking about the subject of angels, just for a
moment more, let me mention, too, the negative aspect which
deals with demons. I believe that these are represented by the
angelic forces which, at the time of Satan's fall as Lucifer, the
bright and shining star of the morning, followed him in pride
and lack of submission. These disobedient angels were then
demons and have continued as such ever since. In II Peter the
second chapter, verse four, and in Jude the sixth verse, we
read that there are some of these angels which are now
chained, being kept for the final judgment of God. You see,
originally the Lord didn't create hell for man. It was to be the
final destination of the devil and his demonic forces. This is
forcefully pointed out to us in Matthew 25:41 and again in
Revelation 20:10.
But keep in mind, there are also angels, fallen angels or
demons, who are now loose. We know this from the
experience of the maniac of Gadara, who had been possessed
by a legion of demons. Finally our blessed Lord cast them
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out. We know, too, from the book of James that the demons
also believe in the power and reality of Christ and their hair
literally stands on end because of it. One further thing is that
we're also told in I Corinthians the sixth chapter, verse three,
that we will some day judge the angels. For the moment that
really goes beyond the human mind's comprehension. In
relationship to our dwelling in the secret place of the Most
High, just what will the angels do on our behalf? Specifically,
verse 12 tells us, "They shall bear thee up in their hands, lest
thou dash thy foot against a stone." The idea for being borne
up by angelic hands is a beautiful teaching of Scripture.
"Though he stumble, yet shall he not be utterly cast down."
And, "Let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he
fall."
As a boy I remember going over to Paradise Camp
behind the hills of Santa Barbara and walking along the rocks
of the Santa Ynez Creek. How often, without looking fully
where I was going, I'd stub my toe and oh, did it hurt! It
seemed like such a little thing, but this promise of verse 12
gives us the assurance that we're protected from even the
smallest evils. Figurative speech are these precious words that
they shall bear us up. Literally they mean that we will be
carried by them. It's a lovely metaphor showing the perfect
execution of the angels' custody on our behalf. And they're
doing it in their hands .
There seems to be a great deal of discussion today
concerning the improtance of touching and what is known as
"body language." I think, however, that some of this body
language is for the motive of manipulation or some sexual
advancement. Not so, however, with what the angels want to
do on our behalf.
Little five year old Betty heard the frightening,
overpowering noise of thunder. To add some comfort she
was told by her mother that the great clap of thunder was
simply a result of the angels making their beds. This seemed
to satisfy her, at least for the moment. Then, after one
evening's severe storm she was especially disturbed. The next
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morning, following this thunder and lightening attack, little
Betty reasoned, "Mommy, I didn't mind the noise when the
angels made their beds last night, but I sure didn't like it when
they couldn't make up their minds whether to turn the lights
on or off." The information to the youngster really wasn't too
helpful.!

No Angelic Protection For Unbelievers
Let's keep in mind that the angels have basically only our best
interest at heart. In this verse, as well as information gleaned
from other parts of Scripture, we have to come to the
realization that there's no indication of angels being provided
for unbelievers. In fact, I'm firmly convinced that unbelievers
are more subjected to the forces of demonic power.

The Promise Of Victory
Continuing in our study, verse 13 promises, "Thou shalt
tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon
shalt thou trample under feet." To be sure, there are bold
opponents and treacherous adversaries facing every
Christian. The strongest foe in power and the most
mysterious in cunning are both represented in this verse:
" ... the lion and the snake." What more descriptive words
could be used by the Spirit of God to picture the enemy of
our souls, even Satan? He is a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour. He is a clever serpent who desires to beguile us
even as he did Adam and Eve in the long ago. But although
the devil himself nibbles at our heels, in Christ Jesus we have
the assurance and the blessed hope of bruising the devil, and
having him trampled completely underfoot.
By translation the adder is a picture of the Egyptian
cobra. In Scripture Egypt symbolically represents the world.
So in verse 13 we have not only the force of Satan, but also
the insidious forces of the world. Both can be turned aside
when an individual is dwelling in the secret place of the Most
High.
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Notice, too, the provisions in verses 12 and 13 for our
feet. Usually our walk can lead us into some difficult
pathways and experiences. But God gives us the provision
which guarantees to protect us when we're dwelling in the
secret place and when we have set our habitation upon Elyon.
Verse 14 gives us the assurance that because "he (that is
the individual who's dwelling in the secret place of the Most
High) has set his love upon me, I will set him on high, because
he hath known My name." This is the Lord speaking. First of
all, it's not because we deserve to be kept, but rather with all
our imperfections we can truly love Jesus Christ. The
promises of God, according to Paul under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, are to all who love Christ's appearing. Do we
really love the thought of His nearness, do we take advantage
of His closeness or is it just something we endure?
I cut out a cartoon from a recent Sunday newspaper. It's
a column called "The Wizard of Id" by Parker and Hart. The
first square shows the Wizard calling out from the tower at
the breaking of a new day, "Praise be to 8:00 a.m." The next
panel he is shouting, "Hallelujah to 9:00 a.m." The next
sketch shows him announcing, "Blessed is 10:00 a.m." And in
the next one it's somewhat similar, "Glory be to 11:00 a.m."
The next to the last has him declaring, "Hallowed is 12
noon." And finally at the end he miraculously changes over a
moment of time with the words, "12:01 and all is super
groovey." The last panel summarizes the whole point of the
observation. Two of the Wizard's followers understood the
message as one points. out, "Ever notice how the church sort
of loses its grip around noon on the Sabbath?" There's a real
point to what the cartoonist is saying. Do you really love the
Lord? Then, not just the angels of God will keep you but the
God of angels Himself will do it.
A little girl was watching her mother doing some busy
kitchen work. She was overtaken with the idea of the family
relationship and how much was involved in keeping the home
together. So she wanted to know, "Mommy, what is it that a
man and woman say when they stand up in front of the

54/Abiding

preacher to get married?" The parent thought for a moment
and then, she responded with a smile, "Well, honey, I guess
they promise to love, honor and obey." The little lass nodded
in agreement but she was still thinking. There were a few
more pieces to put together in the puzzle. Not more than a
few moments later she made the sage comment and
observation, "Well, then, I guess Mommy, you and Daddy
aren't always married!" So, I wonder, have you set your love
solidly, fully focused upon Jesus Christ?

Setting Your Love On The Lord
These words, "Set his love" means simply the bending of
all our own energies to one specific end, and that is an
intensive single-hearted love. There's a broadcasting story
going around which had as its particular theme on this single
occasion the subject of apathy. The report states that the
program was a complete flop, the reason being that no one
bothered to call in. Yes, there's a lot of apathy which is
readily apparent in the lives of believers. This can be
especially true when it comes to the subject of personal,
devoted love for God. As parents on the human plane we so
often are in error because we buy things for our children
when what they really need is just us and our love. But don't
we often treat God in this same way? Remember, He doesn't
want our pocketbooks. He doesn't want our time. He doesn't
want our service. These things, of course, must come and do
come in proper order. But what he primarily desires is the one
thing we so often fail to give Him. Listen, there's only one
thing you can do for God, and you can do it no matter where
you live, no matter where you work, no matter what your
position is at this moment. You may be flat on your back but
there is one thing which all of us can do and it's the only thing
God really wants us to do to begin with. That is, of course, to
love Him. So, again, with the psalmist, we ask, "Is your love
set upon Him?" Has everything else been turned aside? Have
you been focalizing on this one aspect, setting your love upon
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the Lord, with a total conception of what that truth fully
means?
Despite what some of the modern day marriage
counselors have suggested, one can't really love several
people at the same time. I'm not talking about some kind of a
sensual attraction. Those of us who have been privileged to
enter into the marriage vow remember it, I'm sure. It simply
says, "forsaking all others." That's exactly what God wants.
The Bible tells us, "Love not the world, neither the things that
are in the world. If any man loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of
the Father, but is of the world."
Oh, how fickle we are as children! I remember a little girl
in third grade. Her name was Patsy. She had long blond hair.
I thought she was the most beautiful creature who ever
existed. But before the end of the third grade, there was
another girl by the name of Denise. She was a brunette and
she seemed even better to me. Over the years, haven't we
found that our interest in one another changes because of our
circumstances or theirs?
I was superintendent of men at Biola when I first joined
the organization on staff back in the early fifties. I remember
a fellow who came in broken-hearted. It seems he had given
this girl a ring and she had jilted him. What made matters
worse, he hadn't even made the first payment. He tried to
take it back but they wouldn't accept it. Well, I sympathized
with him as best I could but by the time two weeks had gone
by that ring was on the third finger /left hand of another girl.
He had somehow found that she was now the most wonderful
creature alive. Thoughts of the other girl were forgotten. I
don't know whether he's still married to her or not. I hate to
see what takes place over those short periods of time and
measure. And, too, many of us love God in spurts. When He
seems to cause everything to go our way then there's no
question but that He is the great God, El Shaddai. But when
we're down and out and when difficulties come and we're
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depressed and discouraged and all the rest, then where's our
love focused?

To Be Set On High
When we set our love upon the Lord, this verse gives us
the assured promise, "I will deliver him." What is your need
today for deliverance? We talked about being in a rut. We
talked about being imprisoned in homes, jobs, schools or
wherever you may be. God wants to deliver you no matter
what the problem or circumstances may be. And He goes
even a step further, "I will set him on high." The new
American Standard Bible puts it even more definitely, "I have
set him securely on high." It's in the past tense. You see, God
looks at the position He's going to give as though it's already
done. You don't have to wonder; it's exactly what He's going
to do. He will put you in His heights, an inaccessible lofty
place of security and peace. Make sure you don't try to do
this yourself. Because if you do you're going to fall. There's
nothing more odious than a person who tries to elevate
himself. God is the one who puts up one and sets down
another. Unless we have our love focused intently upon Him,
we can never know what it means to be set on high.
I think this includes several particular aspects, both in
this life and in the life to come. There's a breathtaking
exhilartion that comes with heights. A satisfaction and
contentment fills one's being when he realizes this blessed
position of rest and confidence.
I wonder if your heart is dry and parched right at this
moment. Could it be that your love has not been completely
focused on the Saviour? A dear friend of ours, Mrs. Betty
Bruechert, who for many years was secretary to Dr. Louis T.
Talbot and managing editor of the King's Business magazine,
penned these lines. Listen to the refreshing way she puts it:
"My heart is parched by unbelief,
My spirit sere from inward strife;
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The heavens above are turned to brass,
Arid and fruitless is my life.
Then falls Thy rain, O Holy One,
Fresh is the earth, and young once more;
Then falls Thy Spirit on my heart;
My life is green; the drought is o'er!"
Isn't that beautiful?

He Knows Your Name
The last part of this verse adds that God does all of this
for us, "because He has known my name." The greatest
compliment one can possibly pay people is to remember their
names. I think of the fellow who tried to introduce his wife
after a long flowery speech about all of her achievements and
then he said, "Nobody means more to me than what's her
name." In Dallas there's a radio station that had quite a
contest going on. They promised to make the winner literally
"a living legend." Billboards appeared with the individual's
name. He was in the Cotton Bowl parade. Skywriters
emblazoned his name across the heavens of Dallas and Fort
Worth. Yet six months later the people were asking the
question of one another, "What was his name again?" (It
happened to be his last name was Yates.) But little good did it
do.

To Trust, To Believe
Do you know God's name? To know means to trust, to
believe. What does the Lord's name mean to you? The Jews
kept Jehovah's name so sacred that it was too holy even to be
pronounced. In the field of advertising, manufacturers have a
real brand name problem. They are industriously
endeavoring to stress the importance of recall of their
product. To achieve this they constantly use repetition. The
way one remembers a name is to repeat it. A person
associates things with it. You use it every time there's an
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opportunity and when there isn't, you make one. Is this true
with your relationship to the things of God? I wonder, if you
were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough
evidence to bring you to trial? Have you used the name of
God enough so that others would be fully aware of your
relationship to Him? That's something to ponder!
In verse 15 we have the Lord further reminding us, "He
shall call upon me, and I will answer him; I will be with him in
trouble; I will deliver him, and honour him." It is correct that
saints are first called of God and then they are to call upon
God. This is the vital relationship no one else can fulfill. It's
extremely personal and entirely between you and the Lord.

Results Without Nagging
I read in the newspapers the other day about a man by
the name of John Humphrey who has just recently gone into
business in London, England. He calls himself "a
professional nagger." The annual subscriptions for members
are on a sliding scale. He allows six groans or nags a year to
any person or firm against whom a grouse is desired. He
comments, "People just don't know how to complain
anymore. I'll get results for them." Aren't you glad we don't
need a professional nagger in our communion with the Lord?
God says all we have to do is call upon Him and He will
answer.
Keep in mind that the word "answer" here doesn't mean
necessarily that He is going to grant us everything we want.
It's not always an acquiescence to what we feel is the best for
us that counts! No parent in his right mind would think of
granting his child every request the youth might ask. It just
would not be for his own good. The Lord certainly knows
what we need and He will provide.
In the interesting publication "Children's Letters to
God" one little boy pens, "Dear Lord, is it OK to talk to you
even when I don't want anything? Love, Eric." He expresses
something which is a potent lesson we need to learn! The
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problem is that wer're so used to going to God only when it's
something we feel we must have rather than just meeting with
Him in love. After all, prayer isn't conquering God's
reluctance. It's laying hold of His willingness. The Bible says
He wants to do exceeding abundantly above all that we could
ask or think.

Prayer As Communication: "Getting Through, "
Not "Giving Out"
Two words, "information" and "communication" are
often used interchangeably in our society but they signify
quite different things. Information is giving out, while
communication is getting through. What we need is not to
supply God with information. He's omniscient, all knowing.
Real vital prayer is truly communicating with the Lord.
That's what God desires of us.
I read about a man who was in a very serious storm while
on the high seas. He felt the only thing he could possibly do
was to pray. So he intoned, "Dear Lord, I haven't asked
anything of you for 15 years. You know that. If you answer
me now and get this ship back to land safely, I promise you
I'll not bother you for another 15 years." There are many
people who treat our heavenly Father in this same manner.
True prayer is not just a way of talking, it's a way of
walking . .. by faith, it's really a way of life. It's not just an
emergency detour.
What the psalmist is suggesting is calling upon God
moment-by-moment and day-by-day. The Lord will answer
us, we have that definite assurance.

Waiting Without Worrying
In the New American Standard Bible, the translation has
it that "God will rescue us in the time of need." Dr. J. H.
Jowett came to a point in his life when he was facing a very
perplexing situation. He didn't know what to do and he
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couldn't seem to find an answer. So he went to a spiritual
friend of his and explained the problem. Concluding the
report he posed the question, "What would you do if you
were in my place next week?" His friend wisely answered,
"Well, I don't know, but the fact of the matter is that you're
not there either." You see, the Lord knows exactly what He's
doing and when He'll do it. And that's true! Real patience
means simply waiting without worrying, knowing that God
will supply whatever need we have just at the right time.
In Psalm 23 there are the blessed words, "For Thou art
with me." Is it by the still waters or is it through the valley of
the shadow of death? In either case, the Lord is with us. The
Lord will answer us. God speaks and acts far more graciously
than even a tender-hearted mother toward a sickly child. He
is interested in doing far more for us than we could even
possibly imagine in our own hearts and minds. The Lord will
delivet us and will honor us for our faithfulness.

The Satisfied Life
Then the final verse of this wonderful 91st chapter of the
book of Psalms gives us a very beautiful word of assurance,
"With long life will I satisfy him, and shew him My
salvation." What a tremendously interesting statement
concerning the verified promise of life. For the one who has
placed his faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, whether he
dies young or old, make no mistake, he will be quite satisfied
with life and, at God's call, quite content to leave it.
Remember that the Apostle Paul testified to the believers
at Philippi, "For to live is Christ, and to die is gain." He felt
that he was really hedged in between two positions. He
enjoyed living because it gave him the opportunity of
testifying for the Lord, but he also enjoyed the thought of
going to be in the presence of Jesus Christ. This wouldn't be
an escape from his problems. So often we sigh and think,
"Oh, maybe the Lord will come." We really mean something
far different than what Paul was talking about. Basically it
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would be a means of getting around a difficult situation
facing us. No, that wasn't Paul's philosophy at all.
The long life is an interesting situation and if it's true
that Moses wrote this Psalm under the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, (and there's little doubt that he probably did, along
with the 90th Psalm and a number of others) then we could
attribute to him the statement which testifies "threescore and
ten years are a man's life span." He continues in the 90th
Psalm to say, "and if by reason of strength they be four score
years, yet is their strength, labor and sorrow for it is soon cut
off and we fly away." Anybody who is beyond 70 years of age
knows that each day could be on borrowed time. It might be
that God will call you before this very broadcast is over and if
not, you realize that the body suffers from more aches and
pains than it did some years ago. Moses also pointed out,
under the inspiration of the Spirit, in this preceding chapter,
"We spend our years as a tale that is told." Now you think of
some of the television programs you've seen over the years.
Or perhaps a program you saw even yesterday. Can you
remember how the story line went? Can you prove out every
point? It may have taken a half-hour, an hour or 90 minutes
and it's simply gone as a tale that is told. So is the span of an
individual's life.
Horatius Bonar wrote:
"He liveth long who liveth well!
All other life is short and vain;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of living most for heavenly gain.
"He liveth long who liveth well!
All else is being flung away;
He liveth longest who can tell
Of true things truly done each day."
In the newspaper in St. Petersburg where we lived for
several years in the production of the Day of Discovery
television series, they ran a series of articles about the
problems elderly people have to face. It's disturbing to read
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the way in which some of the guardians have really gouged
and cheated these who are up in years and unable to care for
their own affairs. The problems in nursing homes and
convalescent centers are many. It's sad to see young people or
those who are middle aged take advantage of their elders.
Our hearts have often been burdened for the older people of
our city. So little care and concern is shown whatsoever. Yet
God says that when by faith we have received Jesus Christ as
Saviour, we will be satisfied with the life that He gives to us.

The Blessing Of Salvation
The last phrase reminds us that the Lord will show us His
salvation. What a perfect way to climax this chapter. Because
it is the greatest of all blessings. The New American Standard
Bible declares, "And I will let him behold My salvation."
Another translation reads "And I will show them how I can
save."
By definition, Webster says that salvation is "the saving
of man from the spiritual consequences of sin; deliverance
from sin and eternal damnation through the atonement of
Christ; redemption." That's excellent, isn't it? I was in the
office of a good friend of mine, Dr. Orton Stokyie, an
internist in Long Beach, California. While waiting for my
annual examination (which by the way I haven't taken for
about seven years), I read a comment on the wall by Satchel
Paige. It's entitled, "How to Stay Young." Since it made me
smile, I copied it down to share:
"A void fried meats which angry up the
blood. Keep the juices flowing by jangling
around gently as you move. If your
stomach disputes you, lie down and
pacify it with cool thoughts. Go very light
on vices such as carrying on in society.
The social rumble ain't restful. And don't
look back. Something might be gaining
on you."
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Well, that's simply a little bit of personal philosophy
from Satchel Paige. But basically, as this verse teaches us, the
adage is so very practical which declares, "the truest end of
life is to know the life that really never ends." If you've only
been born once in this world, then that means that you're
going to die twice, physically and spiritually. You will be
eternally separated from God. On the other hand, if you've
been born twice, physically and spiritually from above,
through faith in Jesus Christ, then you'll only die once,
physically- and possibly not even then if the Lord comes
before then. How many times have you been born? God
wants to satisfy you with His life. That life is eternal,
never ending.
I remember when I was a boy I often thought about
death, hoping that God would allow me to live long enough
to enjoy some of the possessions which I'd set my heart
carefully upon. Then when I was married, I hoped the Lord
would allow me to live long enough so that I might enjoy the
children with whom He had entrusted to my wife and me. In
later years I've asked the Lord that I might live long enough
to see my children grown, educated and happily married.
And now I find myself thinking ... if the Lord would only
allow me to live long enough to see grandchildren and enjoy
them. Well, there's always something out there beyond, isn't
there? I can be assured of the fact, however, that God is
going to satisfy me with all the experiences of life as I place
my faith and trust in Him.
As a boy, at Christmas my heart was set on getting an
electric train. I thought that if I could just have an electric
train, then I would be happy for the rest of my days. What else
could anyone possibly want? When my folks scrimped and
saved and got me that electric train, I'm sure I must have
enjoyed it for at least the full Christmas day and maybe a
couple of days thereafter. But beyond that I guess I was
beginning to think how nice it would be to have a new three
speed bicycle with a gearshift knob. Some of the wealthier
kids in the community already had one. As I progressed in my
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years my fondest dream was for an automobile and then
having a better one. You see, nothing in this life can truly
satisfy. That's why the Lord Jesus said the blessings of a
man's life consist not in the abundance of things which he
possesses. How blessed it is to realize that the Lord will
supply our every need.
An old saint was once asked, "Don't you think you'll
sometime break under all of the strain and hardships
through which you've had to pass?" Whereupon the trusting
heart responded simply, "No, at least not until the last five
words drop off of Deuteronomy 33:25." Not really knowing
what this testimony meant, the individual looked up the
verse when she returned home. Deuteronomy 33:25 says, "As
thy days (and then the last five words) . . . so shall thy
strength be." I don't know how many days you have, or do I
have any idea how many days I have, but I am confident of
this fact - with my heart firmly set upon Jesus Christ, "He's
going to satisfy me and provide the necessary strength."
In closing there are six interesting I wills beginning at
verse 14 and continuing through the end of the chapter. All
of these things God has definitely promised to do and they're
based upon that earlier testimony found at the start of verse
14. "Because he," that is the individual Christian, "has set his
love upon Me," the Lord, then he can expect these things to
take place.

Preservation And Security
First of all, verse 14, I will deliver him. This is the
promise of preservation and security. All you have to do is go
back and look at the dangers of the preceding verses. Of the
lion, the snake, the dragon and all of the other vicissitudes of
life. The second promise is "I will set him on high." This
suggests both power and perspective for life which the Lord
gives. Then in verse 15 the promise is "Iwill answer," showing
that our prayers can get through in perfect communion with
our heavenly Father. The fourth I will is God's promise to be
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with us in trouble. There is personal companionship even
amid the loneliness and depressions of life. David could say,
"Yea though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, I will fear no evil." God is going to be with me in
trouble. The fifth I will is the promise of deliverance and
honor, showing appreciation, prestige and protection. Finally
there's the promise for contentment, "I will satisfy."
An anonymous Confederate soldier penned these words,
"I wished for all things that I might enjoy life, but instead I
was granted life that I might enjoy all things." God wants to
satisfy us not only with the things of life, but more
importantly, with Himself.
Suppose you had a bank that credited to your account
each morning $86,400. At the same time the bank carried
over no balance from day-to-day and every evening would
cancel out whatever part of that amount you had failed to
use, then what would you do? Well, common sense would tell
you to draw out every cent. But as a matter of fact, you have
such a bank and its name is "Time." And every morning the
Lord credits you with 86,400 seconds and at night rules off as
a loss whatever of this treasure you have failed to invest to a
good purpose. There is absolutely no going back. There's no
drawing against tomorrow. You have to live in the present.
Therefore, invest your fleeting moments well so that in
eternity you'll have no regrets about time.
Recognizing the gravity of our responsibility we say with
another of the psalmists, "Lord, make me to know mine end
and the measure of my days" (39:4).
"O teach us, Lord, to count our days,
And set our hearts on wisdom's ways;
The works accomplished by our hands
Establish Thou and make it stand!"

